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West Pottsgrove Township Open Space Plan Update
Iay, 2005
Revised July 2606

introduction

West Pottsgrove Township has engaged in an update of the 1998 Open Bpace Plan as a
prerequisite to participation in the Mentgomery County Green Fields/Green Towns
Progran:. Through this program, Montgomery County will implement the goals of the
Comprehensive Plan and create a County-wide system of Open Space. Municipalities
may apply for Planning grants and then Implementation Uranis o carryout activitics that

WESTEVE QDO SPase 'r’!.ﬂd:’j(ﬂ' j.'i'.l IOV ODED SNACS areas (E“O?i ‘h use 0 J Efl( en Iiiljd‘lfllf e
i I 3 3

West Potisgrove Township is eligible to recetve County funds, based on an allocation

Uhese funds must nrimartly be used to acquire open space,

formula,

Decanse West Potlsgrove Township bas

roximately 300 acres available for open

i

space preservation, simay be cligible (o use parl of the funds for improvements i

ewisting open space as well. (300 acres 55 the cut oF - Communitios with less than

5 with

acres may use funding for improvement to existing facilitios where communifi

e

more than 200 actes must use fmding for open space preservation. )

An Open Space Committes, composed of Township o esidents and elected and appointed

et in the Spring, 2005 to disouss the needs, poals, obicelives of West

Pottsgrove Township residents for recrention and Open Space. The 1998 Plan goals and

objectives were reviewed and reconside rod.

couls stated in Chapter 2 of the plan are very broad and OveTR

The
addressing the goals of (3) Community, {4) Recreation Facilities, (3) Recreation
Facilities, and (7) Design. West Potisgrove Township has placed an emphasis on the

improvement of existing park facilities, Ixtensive work has been completed on the Old
Timer's Field ball fields, including new bleachers, refurbished dugouts, replacement of

the inficld, new plav equipment and landseaping. Work was atso completed on cach

Ve
1%

playground. All playgrounds have new play stroctures and appropriate fall zones,



benches, and Jandscaping. The Manatawny Creck Park has also been improved with new

picnic tables, barbeque grills and landscaping.

Adthough acquiring new open space was not a priority for West Poltsgrove Township
(Goal 1 and Goal 6, Accessibilty), in 2005, a small one-third acre parcel will be deeded to
the Township as part of the Apricot Farm subdivision for use as communily recreation

§PACe.

Zoning in the Township provides the basis for addressing Goal 2 - Favironmenisl

Resources protection. However, the historic resources of the Township are not proteciod.

The proteciod lands 1o the Townshin ideniificd in 1998 have not changed. (Chapter 3.
1 4 e N b A

landmarks and goe

Despite growth and modest change i the Township,

. E

a0t been altercd and neither have the n
e 1G98 Plan. The 1998 Plan provides a vory

v, water courses and |

comprehensive inventory of existing lopog

biotic resources (vegetation and animal habitat) and man-made historic al and

g

culivral resources €

Thapier 43, 1 owas found that there was no need fo recrcale thizs

information.

3

Therefore, the purpose of this Updaie to the 1998 Plan is to review the demographic

Hanges that were documented in the 2000 Census that was faken shortly alter

4

C(}':’il}_ﬁ%(l'[i{)i”i of the prior plan, and review and reconsider the Goals and Ob jectives o

determine if the Township’s plan for Open Space may have changed in the infor Vering

4

seven (73 vears. An action plan appropriate o the priovities and needs ol the Township

has been developed.



West Pottsgrove Township
Open Space Plan Update, July 2000

1. Demographic Changes

A. Population
During the years 1990 to 2000, several small changes took place in the population in the
Township. The total population was refatively stable. In 1990, the population was 3,829
which declined slighting to 3,815 in 2000. However, there has been an increase in school
age children, reversing a decline in the previous decade and an increase m the number of
working sdults (ages 35 (o 44 and 45 (o 54). These population groups had also declined
in the vears 1980 to 1990, While the number of very elderly residents increased, the

5t T4 declined,

number of older residents, ag
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The Montgomery Coumty Planning Department has cale ulated population projections

through 2030 indicating a slow decline in population to 3,720 people o 2050

[



West Pottsgrove Township
Open Space Plan Update, July 2006

The implications for Open Space and Recreation planning is that a larger number of
Ties with children are returning to the community. Over the next ten to twenly years

fami
these working age adults can be expected to age within the community, resulting in an

averall decrease in population as their chifdren grow up and leave. Since there are fewo
are living longer

older residents, there will be a decrease in the rate of turnover. People

and more will age in place. The roereation needs of active older adults must be

oomsidered,

rown more racially diverse. In 1990, the white population was

The community has g
1 2000, the while population decreased to 89.3% of the total, There

00 than 16

were more persons of Hispanic ethnicily in the Townsh

HA

i Hispanic origin Increased

mamber of persensg of

yin roay be counted as any face. The pereent of

{ ¢
EA -
ot the race

Mote — Persons of Higpanic Origir

Hispanic persons is not part of the divigion ¢ in caleulating perceniages.

&

The pumber of households in the Township has nereased even as population has
. [

he number of

decreased. The increase in the number of households is dueto a rise in i
single person houscholds. it was noted in the 1998 study that there was an increase i




West Pottsgrove Township
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non-family households from 1980 to 1990; a trend that has continued and is expected 1o

result in even a greater number of non-family households in the future.

HOUSEHOLD STRUCTURE

Type Number % of total % of total Percent
2000 ] 1990 | Change

All Households 04 100 100 6.]

Family Households 1,011 603 727 (2.9}
Married couple family 478 28.1 277 (8.1}
household, no ¢hildken ¢
Married couple family 367 24
household, with children under
age 18 S U .
Single-paront houscholds T S T - N 5
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ons Tor the

Hehoing fhe findings of the 1998 Open Space Plan, the recroation implic

or sooial and recreatic

change in household composition is an inereased demand
experionces for most household types. Bingle porsons living alone and single parent
farnilics may have a greater need for social interaction and recreation outside the home.

There has been a large increase in the number of persons reporting mobility and self-care

[RSTere

limitations in West Pettsgrove Township, 1o 1990, 107 people were 1 -‘;po;{'icd o have a
mobility Fmitation, While mobility is not separately reporied in the Census for 2000, 251
people repotted a physical disability and 96 reported a selficare Hmitation. Half of the

in poinis Lo the need for

persons reporting a disability were over age 65, This ag
recreational opportunities that will provide promote physical well-being, so that peonle

may remain iy thelr own homes as they age,

()




West Potisgrove Township
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Persons with Disabilities

Age Growp Se Care Physical Disability % of Total

Population

AT : 5 I . — -

[ 464 33 | 39 7.4

Source: LIS Census 2000

i R S
Tharaciorisiios

e has been a significant inerease in housing units consty

1990, The number of uniis vose by 0610 1,

TCPOBSD VR DTINAriyyY 11 A UL ='.l§_i(:¥3.{}.}.§ OTIES andl BINRiGe iy

4 ocoupied housing units, 07% were ownet-occupied an

seant howsing unifs i

CHonsing Mo of Unity
FALHE

840

Dretached

Single Family 477 it

Altached

Apartments 166

b 135 8.4 6.0

5 or more 141 #.8 6.0 (10723

Mobile Homes 13 8 8 Ne change

ST G o N (160) S

T !

Source:; L0 Census 2000




West Pottsgrove Township

Open Space Plan Update, July 2006
The densities of housing in the township have not changed since the original Open Space
Plan. There continues to be a need for Open Space to provide relief from the relatively
dense housing patterns in most of the residential areas of the Township.

€, Eeconowmic Characferisties

T 1999, the annual median houschold income for West Polisgrove Township residents
was $472,759. This represenis a jump from $31,563 in 1990. However, based on the
Consumer Price Index, the real value of the median income only increased minimally

-~

(1.7%). Barnings of $31.563 in 1999 dollary equates to $42,046.47.

[n Montgomery County in 1999, median household income was & 60,8729 In 1999 terms,

GAR T

he 1999 median mcome of the County {

P P P |
adjustien o

was worth $58.775. There was a real increase of 2.7%,  County median income Ineome

sgt § QUSS’;O\( s rodian meome, W

st Pottsgrove

grewe ab o much higher rate than

Cownship continues 1o tag he Uounty motian income Oy neany .

[O8G, ]

Tn 1989 median household o

%% of County median household ineome. 1y 195, Townshin median household

i income,

eomie was 70.3% of the County miedian hous

The 1.8, Departiment of Housing and Urban Development calculates inoorme by tamily

size for purposes of determining arcas where these is a concentration of lower income

residents. Block Groups within Census racts are veed 23 the basis of the caleulation. In

A3

: groups, two of which qualify as lowor

o Fow E"z‘aﬁ sere are 4 {0

income for purposcs of i‘z_l_z}.ai‘%mg under the County's Community Development Block

Gvant Program. Map | shows these census areas and the fower incoms percentages o

each area.

The percent of persons iving below poverty fevelin 1999 inercascd to 7.7% (292
persons) from 4.4% in 1985, In Monigomery County in 1999, poverty was 4.4% of the

population.

7



Median Houschold Income and Poverty

West Pottsgrove Township
Open Space Plan Update, July 20006

West Pottsgrove Township

Maontgomery County

Median

Flousehold

% of Persons

Below Poverty

Median

Houschold

% of Persons

Helow Poverty

Frneome Feovel Income faovel

1989 3563 44 43,120 36

4.4

60,829

Source: (L5, Census 2000 and Open Space Plan 19938

o

[ T T Y 5 A s S R T et TGl CE AR R o A k
cel porsons shows that there 15 a oo weentralion o

A more detailed look al poverty

A TP et P i o Tt ] Phes ey e lAdeot pecimenie
poverty for working age adolis and the ver oldest resigents

of the Township, Income

4

e the recreation noeds of residents. The lack of disposable income may

ndicate o need for reereational opportunities that do not involve travel or other expenses,

- Population ) ,
Ape Group Yo in Poverly
Foverty

.

6574
233

3,815 297

Wi

T

L

Total

Songee: LS Census 2000




West Poltsgrove Township
Open Space Plan Update, July 2000
Edueational Attainment
The residents of West Potisgrove Township continue to be better educated than in the
previous decade.  There are fewer persons who did not complete high school and many
more with college degrees.

Fducational Attainmment for Persons over Age 25

Aftainment Lovel Mumber % of Total

% Change in
26480 206 P 1990 )
Mumber

156 6.0

el Sebool aplmj w T L0
BOmne Q{_;H(;’:g{i 230 9.2
264 T A N I T B
sraduate or Professional D 59

Soureer | Censng 2000

Onee apain the rale of change w West Pollsgrove Township has excecded that of

Montgomery County in decline in number of persons | ihat do not have a Tligh School

n the number reeciving Rachelor's

Dhiploma, However, the County rate of mer
Degrees and other higher educational degrees is grealer than in West Potisgrove

Township.

. Eeeployvment and Oeenpation
The educational levels in the Township are reflocted in the kinds of work people do and
i the industries inwhich they worle There are fewer employed in manut ‘acturing and
construction related businesses and more in communications and uiilities and public
administration.  Compared to Montgomery County, Professional Businesses, inchuding

Waste Management employ a grealer percentage of “peaple n West Potisgrove Township

as do construction and manufacturing despite their decling overall. Jobs

Transportation, Warchousing and Fublic Administration also exceed County ratios.



West Potisgrove Township
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Employment by Industry

[Hontgomery

West Pottsgrove Township _
County

industry . L
Wumber | Pereent | Percent

2600 2000 1994

Pereent

(Sa]
B3
2

Agm ulture Forestry and N”Izmnp

Construction isd 7.5 8.5 5.6
Marufactuiing 506 246 340
Transportation 3
(added Warchousing 2000)
Communication and Lilities 2.2
9.0 1.4
06 J .5 (8.1 R

530 LR
/{)(}(} _
TPublic “Administration oF 18 2.7

The industry 1s closely aligned with the occuputional felds. Blue coltar work still holds a

fead on management and professional white collar occupations, though the level of white

,?,
collar work has increased significantly since 1990, Montgomery Lounly stitl has a much
greater number of white collar workers than iue coilar and a higher percentage of while

collar than West Potisgrove Township,



Oeenpational Divisions

West Pottsgrove Township
Open Space Plan Update, July 2006

Oceupation

West Pettsgrove Township

Montgomery

{onnty

Number

204

Percent

2806

Percent

1990

Percent

“White Collar

65.8

931

Professional and Technical

15.6

6.7

12.9

7.6

Managers and Adminsirators

o
il

o8

Clerical (not specified in 2000}

S E(O
L

8.3 2802
4.9

Serviee (not specified in 19907

Hiue Coliay

wim Laborers

saiton,
g
i

e Census in 2000 uses different categ

Source: ULA, Census 2000
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West Pottsgrove Township
Open Space Plan Update, July 2606

I, Repulatory/ Planning Enviremment

The Open Space Plan for West Polisgrove Township does not exist alone. Under the
Municipalitics Planning Code for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, plans must be
consistent with County Plans and the plans of neighboring municipalities must be
considered. The Open Space Plan must alse be consistent with the Township’s
Comprehensive Plan,

The following organizations and planning efforts were found fo be underway 1n the

region:

(mumher is keyed to the Map

The Schuyikili River Groenways Ausoeialio s s

)
1

v lead commmunitios and

ieve the goals mandaied i the

+

wgement Plan for the Sehuylkill River Heritage Arca. Montgomers

ounty has

M

endursed the Plan and actively works (o implement the rocommendaiions, Une of the

activities is the completion of the Schuyikill River Trail, a 130 mile land trail along the

Sehuylkill River corridor froin the confluence wiih the Delaware River in Philadelplns to

the headwaters in b (E‘w;\ﬂnﬂ County, Through the Schuyikill River Greenways

Stewardship Study, the County has autlined goals related o river area de elopment

including Open Space preservation along the river to the extent possibile,

County Bike Path (B2) — The County has acquired the utility righi-of-way near € 3d

Reading Boulevard and plans to oxtend the bikeway through West Potisgrove Township

from Pottstown to connect to the Thun Trail in Douglas Township, Berks County.

John Potts County Park Plan and Manatawny Creek (133) - A coalition of Pottstown area

=¥

business and ¢ivic groups have prepared g _'{ﬂ?.{ﬁ to enhance the Schuyllill and Manatawny

Riverfronis. The Schuyllkill River National and State Heritage Arca greenway proposed



West Potisgrove Townshi

i

Open Space Plan Update, July 2006

along the Schuylkill River would be enhanced by parks along the River, including the
area in West Pottsgrove Township. Further, a greenway is proposed along the
Manatawity and Sanatoga Rivers in Montgomery County. This system of Parks is to be
known as the John Potts County Park. See Goose Run Trail.

Goose Run Trail (34 Upper Potisgrove Township has developed a slan 1o create a trall
. 4 H ! Pia] } 3

along Goose Ran that would follow the creek and roadways from Upper Potlsgrove

Township through Douglas Township, Berks County and info West Potlsgrove

Township, This trail will terminate af the Manatawiy Croek in West Potlsgrove

onneot in Pofistow

Townshin, The trail will then follow the Manatawny 2

rotoction of this mmporl

!

wie storm sator

Riparian buffers to separale « development from the streain, adeq

sagement, and wetlands protection are among the tools requl rod T pr

Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Ordimance were o od prior to the adopfion of the

\

Open Space plan i 1998, The Land Use map & Comprehensive Plan shown iy

P

o i Hie more up-io-

119 ofthe e._'frigz%na.

oional

Comprehensive Plan was adopted by the Township In December 2005 and a new zonmg

ardinance is heing prepared.

Turd



West Poitsgrove Township
Open Space Plan Update, July 2006

Several significant zoning changes that have occurred since 1998, One action was 1o
cezone the area around Rt 100 from residential to commercial and another was to rezone

the Stowe crogsing area for commercial development.

Another rezoning is underway for the area along the Schuylkill River including the

former Flagg property. This area will be rezoned from heavy indusirial (o a less intensive

Use.

Potistown Metropelitan Regional Comprehensive Plan - West Pollsgrove Townshit

dopted the regional plan in December, 2005, Chapter ¢ of the plan provides the goal
sndd ohiectives for Open Space. The area i the novthwest corner ¢ of the Township is

identified as Proposed Rural Resource Area. The Potistown Me mp(}ii’ﬁzm

- rom this area and

Comprehensive Pl

an recommends that developmeni be stoer

o~

+1 { a e b TN 4 T T [ TR 5 Y =3 PR T T
that the land be profected ag open space. The plan further recommends that to best serve

40

ad arens of the iownship, that park land acquisition be concontrato d on the

the undorsey

Pottstown Metropolitan

estorn horder of West Pottsgrove Township (figure

Rogional Comprohensive Plan).

P4






West Pottsgrove Township

Open Space Plan Update, July 2006

TEE. Physical Envirenment

A. Township Development

Several development opportunities that may tmpact on Upen Space development must be

mentioned.

The new development in West Pottsgrove Township has been primarily in the developed

area of the Township where infill housing has ocourred. There has also been some new
construciion of single detached unils along the wostern side fo £11 i available fots where

subdivision had beaun in the early 199075 There are fow devels spable parcels lefl in the

S the Townshi 1,

velopment is planned for the northeastern o

Copomerciat de

The land was revoned fo encourage such development. This g

along the creck and could provide access should t
aceessible Tor rocreational use.
o The hankeupicy and subsequent abandonment of the Fiagp Property has provided
1‘5

the Township with an opportunity for rodevelopment.  [his farge sitc is currently

somed for indnstrial development. With Pean{3017s plans for improved aceess 10

R, 422, this property will be highly marketable,

o PonnDot is planning a reconfiguration of the Stowe inferchange I West

Pottsgrove Township and a new route through the Township for RU 4272, The

new interchange will case congestion along Grosstows Road and T
noled above, it is key fo the redevelopment of the Iapg property as well ag the
Industrial Park hcingg, constructed in Douglass Township, Berks County.

o Plans call for straightening R 422 which will move the highway away from the

As a result, it may be posgible to provide riverfront access to the Schuylkill

River in West Potisgrove Township., PennDOT must determine if there arc others
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who have a claim on the highway arca that will be abandoned buf then can make
the parcel available to the Township. There is a restriction that at least part of the
site rerain in a transportation use. The old clover-leaf conld provide a park-and-
ride 1ot for carpooling while also serving as an access point {o lands along the
riverfront.

o Finally, the hiking/biking trail from Reading to Pottstown will be completed by
providing a link through West Pottsprove Township. This trail will be
constructed in the Fall of 2005, The trail will run along the PECO right-ol-way
and through the Flagg property. Depending on the final development of that gite

and the river fif}i}t the fraj may he resttualed at some fiture ime,

eoommended molusion of

1 the plan, specifically how grov

formalion on futire growth and develo;

[_:(!iilijié» L P i (RSN

1 to pocur i the Township given exis

went residential development that

Potisgrove Township will allow for future develops
cowdd increase the mumber of housing units in the Township by 30%. Vhere are currently

1299 resideniial vnits. This number could inorease to 1, G161 all laruds were filled at the
tensiiy s ]E” ved v voning § s ooty of oo § ] ey 131 ATOE C1ITEe i}': e
density allowed by voning . The mejonity of growih oo A peeur in areas currently moned

B2 hoth east of the landfiil and north of the Township buildimg,

A buildoui analvsis was provided by the County. {See map) Total huildout ag shown

this analysis is unlikely given that several property owners hold large lods, in exoess of
the mininnuum required by zoning, whick are unl kely to be subdivided. However, the
huildout analysis does provide mnigl t into where future development could oceur, s
an important (o recognize that fufure growth will put pressurc on sxisting fownship
services, partenlarly open space and recreation. Lands thal are curs rently open space may

he developed in the future, The result will be a change in both the appearance of the

Township and potentially the quality of life.






West Potisgrove Township

Open Space Plan Updaie, July 2006
. Parks and Open Space
The Township has several park areas and a new onc under development. Lixisting parks
include Floward Street Playground, Vine Street Playground, Manatawiny Creek Park and
Old Timer’s Field. Tn addition, the township is anticipating the receipt of a 15,000 square
foot parcel in the new Apricot Farms development. The School District also has a
playground and large playing fields at the West Pottsgrove Flementary School which
functions as a Neighborhood Park. The chart below identifies the parks which arc also
shown on the accompanying facilities map.

Tach of the existing Township facilities is well-maintained and each rocentily upgraded

i

(1,

with new play structures. Purtier improvements to these facilities are plann

The Township also controls soveral parcels slong Prity Strear i the central part of the

fhese locations and the land slopes steeply o the

SOOI The sircar surfaoes a

Fevyy

sreok bed. The pareels are shown on the ¢ chart on page 7-2 in the J9UE F fan,  ihiese

Loeated 1o the rear of the Howard Street playground ¢ and at the fiersecil

:

i
SITES

srearm surfaces on one additional parcel thal 1 privately

Rice and Race Strects. The

awned along Lemon bireot between Rice Street and Sehool Lanc,

19
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There are also private recreation facilities in the Township including the Colomial Swim

Club and the archery club. The Pottstown Metropolitan Regional Plan identifies 48 acres

of private open in the township {figure 9-1, Potistows Metropolitan Regional Plan}.

\

tn ihe Open Space Plan from 1998, the Mational Pack and Re soreation Association

standards for the type and size of parks was displayed o page -5, The ana bysis that

Sollowed underscored the need for additional park acreage and 2 betfer distribution af

e

parks within the community. A deficiency of 5 acres of £ amall residential parks and 1925

acres for larger neighborbood parks was noted, Bimce thare has been little or no change

wE

in the population since 1993 hin deficiency still exists.  The Potistows Metropolitan
§ , 3

Regional Comprehensive Plan ide ntifies the Communily Park need for the projected 2018

10 41 acres and the neighborhood park need as 5 fo LU acres.

popmiation of 3,820 as 19

The addition of 35 acres in Apricot Panms satisfies the need for a srealt residential park

for that neighborhood but did not ease the overall community deficit.

21



hanatawny Park
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West Potisgrove Township
Open Space Plan Update, July 2006

1V, Goals and Objectives

The Open Space commitice that met reviewed the existing Open Space and recreation
facilities in the Township. The Committee considered the County plang for development
of the hiking/biking trail through the Township and PennDOTs decision to move SR 427,
Fram these discussions, the following goals were either drafted or reaffirmed from the

1998 Plan.

Gaal 1T OPEN SPACE

Preserve, protect, and enhance the open sPace resourees of West Pollsgrove
Township.

s

Objective 5. Acquire and o andd active

reserve lands that offor opportunifies

recrealion.

Obiective b, Protect, preserve and possibily acquire lands that provide opon space due to
I PRI P o WTe g e
thetr epvirenmenial characlenstios,

Objective o Encourage the preservation of open spacse ¢

>,‘

ﬂ

exvirommentally sensitive lands - wetlands, stoep slop

o

Ohicotive do Profect and presegve and preserve Wales resources through recogrition
the importance of the riparian buffer,
»  Protect the vegelative cover in stream valleys and around bodies of

waley

n o Protect the riparian buller by limiting adjacent fands that
may be detrimental to the naturalized state of add it or

sedimentalion o

GOAL 2. COMMUNITY

Enhanee the Quality of Life in the Township by providing open space and

recrestion.

Objective 3 Maintain and enbance existing open space and recrealion sifes that are
currently owned by the Township.

Objective by Fapand exsting sownship-owned facilities by acquiring adjacent parcsis.
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Objective o:  Acquire parcels for development that meet the needs of local residents for
open space and recreation facilities

Objective d: Work with the County and other municipalities and organizations o

o~

regionalize and expand recreation facilitics, programs and the park system.

Objective Work with private and public entities to make recreation facilitics and

P}
b

programs available to all.
Objective £ Protect and enhance the scenic resources and visual envivonment o
enhance the sense of place.
¢ Preserve areas of scenic quality both natural and man-made.
& Fipcourage the landscape e nhancements of public » lands and

¢ property in amannes that ig spund

ceologically.
s Tnhonce sites that are at key locations and that ofier 4 sense of
DHACE 10T NG COIMunY,

Wjective g Proserve and profect historio resources

s Bneourage all citizens of West Potlsgrove Towns
R S RO S mnbenedaiend ot ot SRR B SR oy
APPrecio their architeciural ana historieal hes RRaeARH

v Ppeourage the privaie protechion, restoration and reinvostmont i

historical sifes,

w

Consider the protection and preservaiion of histos Jo environments.

L3 RECREATION

:?srs}'sfim%z a variety and balance of facilities which can weet the recreation needs of

Oiective a0 Develop sites that cas provide a variety of recreational opportunities for
. 1 o i

P

residents of all ages and all levels of physical ability.
Objective b Bxpand the recreational opportunities in the exisiing facilities owned by
the Township so that the needs of residents of all ages can be addressed.

Objective ;- Work cooperatively with the County snd other nunicipalitics and

organizations in the development of finterconnected frail and open space

facilities.

]
LAt
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Objective d: - Develop sites for recreation that are easily accessible by walking and arc

within one-guarter mile of most residences.

GOAL 4 RECREATION PROGRAMS

Help to provide a variety and balance of recreational programs which can meef the

varied needs of residents.

Objective a:  Fneourage and support, when appropriate, the formation and operstion of
volunieer-led recreation programs.

Objective bt Provide public facilities and enlist the use of private facilities which will

fe supportive of recreational programs and activities.

witities to optimize rew
¢ long-torm mamienance {em? gperational casts,

LI @?i;ﬂ"?ﬂg‘ﬁ

Objective a Design s ihility to adjust fo chang

1 opporiuniiies.

(Yhjective b Dosign facilities to mect the Americans with Disabilities Act and provi
accessibility or the mobility impaived to the - maximum extent feasible,

Obiective o Dresign facilitics for casy low-cost maintenance and long-torm durability.
Objective di - Design facilities to enhance and protect the natoral flova and fauna and

encourage biotic diversity.

20
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¥, Deplementation Plan

4. Acquisition and Development
The most immediate priority of the Open Space Committee is to secure parcels for open
space that complement the existing inventory of recreation tand in the Township. Chapter
Ten (103 of the Open 3pace Plan, 1998, outhnes & comprehensive program of park and
trail development. Much of this section remains valid in 2005, In the short ienm,

heweever, several siles have been identified for implementation:

Schuyikill River

‘

for the relocation of the

swe Inierchange are developed,

When the Pennlblot pla
Lands svaiiable along the Riverfront and acoess youles 1© those lands shonld be publicly

el Towever, it may not e the role of W est Poitsgrove Township to acguire and be

T AN S
OF i inienance o7 e

1espn

 and community inter

FOYVL

hanges are underway (o rezons the 1

fess intensive land use, Zooing should re flect the desire To provide public aooess ar 1

open space along the river. Mon-acquisition means of profecting open 3t

crver and He access points should be erploved such as clustor development Incents

The Connty will construet a bikepaih slong the PLECO right-ol-way through the seuther

part of the Township.
Wesgt Pottsgrove Township will w avl with the County in developing linkages between the

Sehuylkill River and the County bike path. The redevelopment of the Flapgg proporly

wovides an opportunify to Hnk these two raportant recreation components 1o sether,
i 1 2 I ] :
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lixpansion of the public ] Jands along the Creck adjacent to the existing park and extending

{he entive run of the creek through the Town ship would provide per manent protection for

the Manatawny Creek and assure public access. The development of an exiended park

along the Manatawny was discussed on page 10-8 of the 1998 plan. Manatawry Creel

connects (o Goose Run west of Sell Road. "Lhis entire riparian system within West

Pottsgrove Township would be pro ieeted and available for public use under several plans

currently being advanced inne ighboring municipalities.

The towmship will work with any developer of the area adjacent to Route 100 pear the

sublic nocess 1o the creek arcas s hould these be made accos sihic o

N e e
Wianatawl YO POV

the public,

tthe lopment of & trail along Gioose Bun

o

Uoper PORHSgrove Township has proposed

i in West Pottsgrove T

yevonid |

and adioining roadway whi

dlzeussec on

The development of a park along the Goose Rum was (

Aanatawny LTEeK.

pago 10-8 of the 1998 plan. Much of the Goose R access would be focated on property

owned by Waste Management Tne.. The Township would be responsible for connecting

e Goose Run area to the Township's Manatawny Park though coordinalion wi it

Douglass Township, Berks County and Upper Potlsgrove ownship wifl be essential,

The proposed trail is supported in the Pottsiown Metropolitan Regional Compre ehensve

There is an mdeveloped parcel adjacent t the Seven-Tloven that has been identified for

passive recreation use. The value of an open space parcel in the context of a design plan

for High Street would be better appreciated. A design pian for the coriidor would

tighlight the need for a respite from the traffic and congestion along High Stieet s

if“”i“"mi(“'l(?&% tha the §(3“f‘“13‘w fiy B 1021% ier unde _f”*{”?’* 2 f%(“ﬂi‘ii and t’f‘()ﬂ(“}ﬂﬂt

development pian for this important i ransportation corridor.
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There may be other specific parcels 1o consider for open space oRce & plan is developed

he corridor.

Fa

Street Proper
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West Pottsgrove Township
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. Development of Existing Facilities

Fxisting facilities, it was noted, arc i excelient condition and are well-maintained. West
Poitsgrove Township will endeavor to conlinue (o nrovide a high level of care for its
public facilities. The improvements o these facilities will continue to be funded from the
Township general fund until and unless Green Fields/Green Towns Program funds

hecome available. Tmprovements planned for these facilities include:

WManatawny: Pienic Pavilion, Tables, Recreation Bguipment { (such as: Spring-based

v and swing set]

2 Old Timer's Field: Bxtensive work was recently complete d on the feld and

ished dugouts and

surraunding mirastructt :, new reas, 1

{an 1l hencl hos,

ot

VAR IIAT Fe0d

in the park. Installing fencing surrou ndi

Adding a ramp or a breakout of

age play structure should be made handicap accessible.

(he existing perimeter banier would provide access,

e perimeler barrier exasts a1 Hloward Sireet at ihe pre-sehoo]

4, Hloward St

& 2 SN S S S
i algo be addrossed. A new plece of play cguipment s

age play structure which nw
planned.
5. Apricot Farm: The developer has plan fed froes in anticipation of donating this parcel

(o the Township but ne equipment has yet been p siaced at the facility. A

nre-school age

play structure will be instalied.
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C. Other Implementation Strategies

b, Zoning

A new zoning ordinance is under development for West Pottsgrove Township. This
ordinance creates the opportunity for the Township to consider the future redevelopment
of key parcels including the Flagg properly, the Dobler Plant, and the Waste Management
tandfill. The township needs to consider very carefully what the form of future
development should be to create the community amenitios such as waterfront access and

trail acoess fhat is desired. The ordinance must also profect important natural resonrces

such as steep slapes, wetlands and stream corridors. The goals cited In Bection IV, must

he reflected in the new ordinance,

The comnty jg developing the trail along the FECO

Thig trail will connect West Poltsgrove Township with neighboring Hes

west andd the Borough of Potistown to the east. Cannections hetween the rasl ang the

135

businesses on High Street as well ns any foture development of the HSohuvikill River

A

accass must be developea. Access i h Strest conld promole local business

development for tourism as well as provide an alter pative means of transportation o jobs

in Potistown.

tion of this document, exist | velopment of

Plans, as desoribed m the provic

re and naturad

mublic aceess (o the Manatawny Creek and protection of the ripavian bufl

consesrvation of the wildiife along the creek. The Township will support mitiatives i

further acquire and proloct these natural lands.

To the extent possible, the Township will require and encourage public access o
waterways and the protection of areas of significant natural habitat. One cxample of
providing access would be to negotiate public parking and access to the Manatawny

Creck in the development of the commereial property along SRR Another such

32
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opportunity will arise with the redevelopment of the Ilagp properly and making linkages

between the County bike path and the Schuyfkill River,

2. Reereation Progranis

The Township will support public and private groups | that wish. to develop recreational

programming for persons of £ all ages within West Potlsgrove Township. The Potlsgrove

Recreation Board provides recreation programs for residents of West Pottsgrove and

Upper Potisgrove Township residents. This quasi-public board 18 composed of
representative of each township and the Sehool District.  Sumimer playgrounds, a teen

dance, jogging community band, womon's volleyhall and cxercise class, men’s

£

5

hasketball, lears to swim, flag football, ski and tubing cluh, ioe skating and {abie tepiis

are among the activities su’;ﬁpo;'i,z;:@ by the Board, In addition, West Pollsgrove Township

aseat

sponsors a Senior Citizen Bus Trp, an i anual Founder’s Day and a Halloweer

4, Land Development

. i
{

Fxigting parcels inmuch of e srmnller Hhan the minirmun required to bulld

ral small parcels. Often the

o single family home. As a resull, homes are bl soros:
vards for these homes are also separatc parcels. Whenever possible, properly Owners w 1
he cncouraged to obiain a Deed of Consolidation 1o aggrogate smallor parcels info &
targer one, therchy eliminating the possibility that the smaller paree Is could be developed
with non-conforming coverage and sei-backs at some later date. This strategy will
preserve the existing density in the Township and provent future development that sceks
.

{0 inerease the density within the developed arca of the Tawnship.

4. Mistorie Freservation

As roted in the 1998 Open Space Plan, West Poltsgrove Township has many older bomes

and homesteads of historic value, The plan spec ifically noted 23 individual sites and

“dentificd an historie district area along Race Street from Grosstown Raad to Jefferson

Sireet, These structures are at risk of being be demolished or significantly altered. To

nreserve the historic and culiural heritage of the community, the historic distriot and these

recognized properties in the Township can be profected through the creation of an

33
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Fhistorie District and an Historic and Architec tural Review Board. These 1esources ate

too valsable to loose.

. Fome on Manatawny Road

sLonis ah

L of the Open Space Plan, the i

he stated on page 114

.

apportunity for bo th graveth and preservalion of open space in Wost
3t the township

Torwnship 1 owill be imporiant o saintain the good commumicalion the

wrder o divect the ‘mv 3 and Beles T80

aow enjove with the e iandfifl i
space f;gmmtumu@* The Township may want {0 0ns sder an overiay Zone 0r Z08ek thint

il seek to

describe the land use paftorns that e covamunity wonld want shonid the lar

redevelop portions of the sile. By anticipating & tevelopment and of eating 14

deseribe the future development, the comrainty

rather than reast to what could be undesivable uses i the Buure

ropu aiations that

iy can intiuence and control Tuture 8o 41156
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1. Potential Sources of Open Space and Revitalization Funding

The Monigomery County Planning Commission, through the Green
Fields/Green Towns Program, had identified a wide array of funding sources
that could be used for the implementation of the projects identified in this
Plan Update. These funds can be used to leverage the funding the County

has made available through the Green Fields/Green Lowns progran.

The funding sources idents

FEDERAL

Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assisianee Program The program offers technical
assistance only to nonprofit organizations, m“fs'fmim‘z 5 aroups, and local or state
povernment agencies. Rivers and Trails fochnical siaff offers the following fypes of

18

assistance for recreation and conservation pioje

&

Building parinerships o achicve of ymrnunity-sel poals:
& AsS
s Developing concept plans,

guip £ TCROUICES,

e Fngaging public participation;
e Identifying potential sources of funding;

Creating public outreach;
&« Or m:/fﬁmm; development; and
Providing conservation and recrosf 'j on information.
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PENNSVLVANIA STATE

Department of Fuvironmental Protection wwew. dep.stale.pa.us

Stormwalter managerpent
. Assist of reimburse counties for costs involved in preparing or revising watershed
stormwater plans
o Reimburse municipalities for costs associated with the preparation,
adiministration, enforcement, and implementation of ordinances and regulations as
vequired by the Stormowaler Management Act

Department af Community and Fesnoemic Development WWW.INVEREpa.oom

srovides grant funds to support focal

,_}z_mmur‘m Revitalization Program (CR):
initiatives that promote the stability of communities

Cirant funds for planning, technicnl assistance and pmk‘ cal

Ll and mixed tee arcas in proximity 10 conbi al husiness

# }f,fm btreot ,?: ¥ 3;2;411_1;

RS L B L i
P A A1 Laran

srmental site assessment and remediation work at

fon? 4 mmls‘., 3] sit
Maln Steeet Program: Thi
and pu};cfsf Yigit the DO

sgranm provides

Oy website as well ase

infon nation.

Department of Natural Hesourees aredd Conservation vy deni.slale, pa.us/prants

Community Conservation Partnerships Pic m u‘n {f""" } -"éfh 6 o nity Conservalion
Partnerships ”;‘r)g v provides state and fe ﬁ..m"s“;_'rmmzi.}'
Leoreation, Land Trust ”'w!ﬂ o-Trails, i%i\ms f OnserVa onal Trails
projects.

Contact: Southeast Field Office (Philadelphia)

Don Goephart and Fran Rubert

G0R State Gifice Building

1400 Spring Garden Bireet

Philadelphia, PA 19130

fmail: deephari@state.pa.us or fuber i(@state.paus
P‘ hone: (215) 560-1182 or (215) 560-1183

Fax: (215) 560-6722
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Pennsylvania Infrastructure Investment Authority (PENN VEST)

hitp /e pennvest.state.pa.us/pennvest/s ite/defaultasp
(For brownfield redevelopment and water / sewer issues)

Pennsylvania Historieal and Musemm Contmission www. phme.staie, pa.us

»  Certified Local Government Grant Program — Provides funding for cultural
resource surveys, national register nominations, technical and planning
Assistance, educational and interpretive programs, staffing and training, and
pooling CLG grants and third party administration

s Keystone Historic Preservation Grant Program - Funding Tor preservation,
restoration, and rehabilitation

= Pennsylvania ;?M ory ang Museum Grant
is designated to support a wide variety of muscu
preservation projects, as well as nonprofii organizaly

& ‘{},

Progran - Funding under this prog
1, history, archives and historic

h

ram

ons and local governments,
There are 10 iypes of grants.

s safe Roules (o School

This calegory ?J‘i{,}h.idc-.‘% projects for bioyelists ami pedestrians that permit safe
passage for children to walk or bike (o school.’ This includes activifies that
enhance the tr ;ﬁ.m,mrz:mzj{m svstem through the construction of new facil tics or the
improvement of existing facilities to make them more usable for pedestrians cmri
hicyelists, Some examples of cligible sctivities inelude: - sidewalle improvements,
Et)eaicsizf_'im“u"himfdf; crossing improvements, bike lanes, traffic diversion
nprovements, off-street bicycle and pedestrian facilitics, In addition, this
DIGETAm May mnd traffie calming measures fo slow the speed of cars such as the
following: curb extensions, bulb-outs, traffic circles, ratsed median islands, speed
humps, fexiured o raised crosewalks. Funds cannot be used for bicyele and
pedestrian facilities that ave solely for recreational use,

It/ e, dotstate.pauus/Penndot/ Burcans/ CPDM/Prod/Hatero ute. st

o Home Town Sireets
This category includes a variety of streetscape i_mp;im ements that are vital to
reestablishing our downtown and commercial centers. These will include
activities undertaken within a defined "downtown" area that collectively enhance
that environment and promoie positive interactions with people in the area.
Projects may include sidewalk improvements, pidmus henches, street lighting,
pedestrian wmmngv transit bus sheliers, traffic calming, bicycle amenities,
liosks, community "gateway" plantings, signage and other visual clements.
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e Transportation Enhancement Program
Trails - Construction, Maintenance and Improvement
Historic Resource preservation and enhageement
Streetscape improvements
Public Transit Facility improvements
Traffic Calming
Trees/Planting

Contact: Greg Hrown
7000 Geerdes Boulevard
King of Prussia, PA 19406
(610) 205 6@’”

gresbrowl u_( istale.na.us

<

Penngyivania Infrastructure Bank

hitp/www dotstate. paus/penndot bureaus/pib, "sL‘;?}’hf;-';’nt“‘ra;ww‘

(Low interest loans in capital improvement a

1d construction protects)

svees Ddueation Network

AREN

i1 the League of Women YV
Grands available for water resouroes education ﬁl‘”:‘t’;{‘;iiﬁ ~ospecially projects that raise
awarencss about protecting drinking water sources and preveniing non- nr*%;xi poliution,

REGIONAL

Delawars Valley Reglonal Planning Commission

Iransportat The '} ;)mmcs;n is infended
f0 assist in reVersing 'hﬁ iimda of chawmtmmi m}d (iu,hq@ if many of the repion's core
cities and first peneration suburbs by

& Supporting local planning projects that will lead to more resident al,

employment or retail opportunities;

Improving the overall character dﬁd quality of life within these communities

to refain and attyact business and residents, which will help to reduce the

pressure for further sprawl and expansion into the growing suburbs;

e Fphaneing snd utilizing the existing ransportation infrastructure capacii
these areas o reduce the demands on the region's fransportation network; and

s Reducing congestion and improving the transportation system's efficiency.

&
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Congestion Mitigation and Alr Quality Improvement (CMAQ) Program seelks
transportation-related projects that can help the region reduce emissions from highway
sources and meet National Clean Air Act standards. The program covers the DVRPC
region of Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Montgomery, and Philadelphia countics in
Pennsylvania; and, Burlington, Camden, Gloucester and Mercer countics in New Jersey.

Sehuyikill River Heritage Area www.schuylkillniver.org

Cirants ate available fo counties, municipalities and non profit organizations to develop
projects and programs (hat address SRIA’s five core goals:
¢ resource conservation (natural and cultural)
7. education and interpretation
3. roerestion
smmunity revitabization
5. heritage tourisin
Projects should be consistent witl i «f in the Schuoytiall |
Lrea Management Plan a ronmental Impact Statement, Living with the River,

Liver Herttage

2003, available on their wehsite.

PECO Epergy “Green Hegion”
' |

adminisiered by MNatural Lands Trust wwwe.niatlands.org

" SN AP g S v sm B T T TR B A P e R——
Grants for rmunicipalifies in Sowtheastorn Pennsylvania

Up o 50% of the planming expens

¢ associated with developing or updating

municipal open space protection plans.
s Upto 75% of the direct and indirect expenses

N

(o1 receipt by donation) of open space properii

associated with the fee stmple purchase

es identified i 2 punicipal open space

plan.

s Upito 75% of the direct and indirect expenses agsociated with the purchase {or receipt
by donation) of conservation easements (also known as “development rights”) on
properties identified in a municipal open space plan.

e Upio 75% of the planning expenses 1o 1mprove miumicipally-owned open spaces, or
fands to be acquired by a municipality.

e Up to 50% of the cost of materials and labor fo insiall habilat improvements and
capital improvements for passive rececation similar (o those in item 4, above, 0n
mupicipally-owned open space, when such Iprovements a7¢ identificd in a
municipal open space plai.
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Contact: lizabeth Robb, Administrator
(ireen Region
c/o Natural Lands Trust
1031 Palmers Mill Road
Media, PA 19063
610-353-5587
c-mail: brobb@natlands.org

ngervationiund.orp

The Conservabion Fund

FAT

Watershed defion zrant Fropram
Watershed Action Grants aid nonprofi

v pmvss (o protect watersheds, improve water {;ua‘;’ii‘\, aly

{organizations and their parlaers implenent

promote watershed
I

CONSEF
stewardship, Bpecific watersh eds are targeted in southeastern Pennsyls vania and southern
New Jersey for grant awards during this 2005 grant eycle.

Hoy a;(';_:‘_n“f'ﬂzzi;a" ir’*‘;‘b"' 'na’i‘if‘-m ;’ﬁig:E'ii;zs i %"bs” (o ihe program’s websilel

P

ol American Creemways Grands

Jartic!

ity www conservationlund.or

The Bodak American Greenways Awe ards Program, a partners| hip project of the Pastman
i }

the Canservation Fund, and the Nationsl Geographie 5o iely, provides

Kodak Company,
somiunitics

amall grants to stimulate the plannmg and design of greenways it

iﬁh'i'(')Uf rhout Amer w0,

Applications may be submitiod by HIGGERS

Sreenways are corridors of proiected public and private fand established along v
corddors, utility right-of-way, canals _5.3@('?-1"}_::()

stream valleys, ridges, ai:‘;emdamt:ci railroad
roads, or other linear features. (n general, grants can b used for all appropriale CRpenses
o planning, techuical assistance, legal and

needed to complete a greenway ;‘;m;u,i including
other costs, annuaily.

bt feraw wpennfdn.org/

Williaun Penn Foundation
Grants for private non-profit 301(c) 2 or ganizations in Houtheastern PA
Funding Priotities:
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Promote Sustainable Watershed Assels

Promote strategic, coordinated policies and investments to ensure land and water
protection. Implement projects in targeted arcas that demonstrate moded practices and
policies.

Fromote Sustainable Regional Development

Promote coordinated, strategic public redevelopment policies and investments that build
on existing infrastructure and regional assets of older communities. Foster innovation
and implement community redevelopment models in the urban core - targeted
communities in Philadelphia and Clamden,

The Pew Charitable Tinsts hitp/ferww pewirusts.crg

Cirangs for private non-profit 501{c) 5 organizations

Environment program
Contact: Jozh Reichert
The Pew
35 Market §
tndeloh;

ey B o oy
clphia, |

Purpose and aclivities: (Hving prim

and oo

Contact: Cathy M. Weiss, Hxec. Dir
GAG W . Germantowm Pike, Bte. 400
Flymouth Meeting, PA 19462-105Y

1

Foundation Grants wiww fdncenier.org

Contact the Foundation Center at 79 Fiith Avenue, ! Iy 10003
This website has a large database of organizations that make grants for many differont

types of projecis.

3



iLOESATe YOYLD VG PRSI
P OIS L1IZonG 10 T LT
MR T CERLVEXISY RN
Llmry=il JGINATT
CE=Ly== LESAS

VINYATABNNZS
MINDOT AESODINGY
SHENMOL ZACHDSLIOG 153
VL TIVED

oW o LA

CORL IO NIED YT L 3
LB AEWMHEDSD 0O 00y

W DONINCZ

NOISEININOD &

NOISEWNCD &

§N e AT T e T
bAHENDOED BOENOSEY

ARBACCEY 30ENG

LONMLSIC TVIRLENON AnY

W IONOG

TN SN A AT
SOTHIRIC NG

ANEEREE CL
OO FRNOCE OL E99L MEE
EFF WIEWIOEC E Gl

VIR YA TASMMNE S SO RIVIAANGHIROS 5

e
S
s
e
s
e

i
i

Y

SN
AN

Y
P!

N
o]

-

AN,

. ».ri,w..\ i.rmxﬁwi .




£3

mmplified

@ result of 2 st

h

iy 1he potential new unils are

et

=

caicuiations a

gt

fgdido

£3

4
3

ased

¥

malysis

=

11 number

8 parcels.

110 speci

relaiio

3
o
&t
g &
Re
SN
;)
BB
= T
£5
Eg
o =
i
oW
o
o @
EAR ]
o
SR g
[ ? e
yumnn Q
[1k] * ot
ok
femr Q 5&-‘3
Mo &5
Ty @
w B w
o o
- w,",\::s_

4]

3

%}i"

o




